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Recently, a Hong Kong court granted a 

government request to ban the song, “Glory to 

Hong Kong.” YouTube, Google’s subsidiary, 

said it would comply with the court’s order and 

blocked the 32 videos deemed to incite secession. 

The song will not show up in Google’s search 

results in Hong Kong.

On May 28th, Ireland, Spain and Norway 

began formally recognizing an independent 

Palestinian state. Their announcements of this in 

late May prompted an immediate angry response 

from Israel. 

The three European governments made the 

long-awaited announcements on May 22nd. The 

aim is to support a two-state solution and foster 

peace in the Middle East.

The Palestinian Authority—which exercises 

limited self-rule in the West Bank—welcomed 

the announcement, as did Hamas, which has ruled 

the Gaza Strip since 2007. Israel denounced the 

  
“We are disappointed by the Court’s decision 

but are complying with its removal order,” 

YouTube said in a statement. “Glory to Hong 

Kong” was secretly recorded by an anonymous 

orchestra and grew popular during the 2019 

protests.

move as a “prize for terrorism,” and recalled 

the ambassadors from the three countries. 

Currently, 143 of 193 UN member states 

have recognized Palestinian statehood. But 

only seven of the 27-member EU recognize it: 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechia, Hungary, Poland, 

Romania, and Sweden. Most of those countries 

are from the former Soviet bloc. 

Meanwhile, International Criminal Court 

(ICC) is seeking arrest warrants for Hamas 

leaders in Gaza and Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, accusing them of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity.  
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