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The Tale of Prince Daiyuan
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Prince Daiyuan was a handsome boy, and he would often be
brought to play in the royal gardens by his mother, the Queen.
People adored the Prince.

“Oh! How handsome is the Prince!”

“Behold! Prince Daiyuan’s eyes are beautifully clear like the
mountain springs!”

The Prince would always smile and laugh, and everyone around
him would smile and laugh too. People agreed that Prince Daiyuan
had a special aura that put everyone in good spirits.
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Prince Daiyuan was a musical prodigy. He could listen to a tune
and sing it right after. He also had an angelic voice, which was
lavishly praised by people who heard him sing.

“We must ask the Prince to join our choir!”
“We should produce a record for the Prince!”

But the Queen would always smile and remind people, “Let’s
wait until Prince Daiyuan grows up.”
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Yet, strangely, even though Prince Daiyuan loved singing, he
did not like speaking. When he listened to fast-paced and loud
music, he would faint and get hurt upon falling.
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As this problem intensified, everyone became worried and
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Day after day, the increasingly exhausted Prince would
fall sick and faint. To the point where he could not even
go to school anymore!
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The Prince’s grandfather also tried to help. He invited all sorts

of powerful fairies, but their protective charms and magic could

not cure the Prince of his ailment. Poor Daiyuan still could not
go to school.
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The Prince’s grandmother tried a different approach. She called on the hermit
sorceress to offer help. The sorceress devised a cure made of a black cat’s pee and
white pigeon’s poo, mixed with earth from an ancient well and morning water drops
from the bamboo leaves. But none, none of this could cure the Prince. Poor Prince, he

still could not go to school.

Eventually, Prince Daiyuan could only stay inside the palace, hoping to get better
Knowing this, he weepingly asked his mother, “Why am I always sick? I really want
to go to school like my sister and the other children.” The Queen tried to comfort him

by saying, “My dear child, don’t cry, we will all be here with you! When you grow
up, I’m sure your illness will get better.
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Still, Prince Daiyuan would not get better. Right when the King and
the Queen were pondering what to do, a peculiar man from a kingdom
far, far away appeared. He was dressed completely in white and came
to the palace sitting atop a brown horse that had a diamond mark on its
forehead. He introduced himself as Professor Dahsiung. The Professor
made a diagnosis and told the King, “I may be able to cure Prince
Daiyuan’s illness, but the Prince must do as I say!”
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“The Prince has a disorder called epilepsy. It is a type of illness in which
the brain abnormally sends pulses through the body causing seizures. I'm
sure everyone was quite scared when seizures occurred, but as long as
we properly treat the disorder, the Prince’s condition will improve.” The
Queen asked, “What can we do?”
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The Professor gave the following instructions:

1. When seizures occur, let the Prince rest on his side to ensure

his nasal path is clear and unobstructed.
2. Remove any objects nearby, so that the Prince will not get injured.
3. Do not place anything inside the Prince’s mouth during the seizure.
4. The Prince will wake up shortly after the seizure ends.
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The Professor further explained, “There are many types of epilepsy.
But as long as the Prince maintains a balanced lifestyle, adheres to a
healthy diet, exercises regularly, and remembers to take his medicine, his
condition will improve. Also, remember to record the exact time of the
Prince’s seizures, so that doctors can keep track of his condition. Finally,
even though the Prince loves music, don’t let him listen to any type of
music that 1s too loud, so as to avoid seizures.
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In the next few months, the Professor stayed at the palace to
teach doctors how to treat the illness. The Queen made sure to
consistently help Prince Daiyuan with his medicine. And even

though he had to take lots of medicine every day, he never
complained. Thus, the Princess, his sister, proudly proclaimed:
“My brother is the bravest Prince in the world!”
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