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A Church--A Place I Came to Confess

“Father, I have come to confess.”
“What is it?” the priest asks.

“You know I am a lazybones and I don’t care for English much.  I had to take an English test last Monday.  The weekend before, I could have prepared but I spent my time watching TV.  I knew my mother would give me a piece of her mind if she knew that I failed the test, so I didn’t tell her about my test score.”
“I see. Pray to the Lord for forgiveness.  Read the Bible faithfully and never make the same mistake again.”
“Thank you, Father.  I feel much better already.”

The church may serve many purposes to an American churchgoer.  It can be a tradition to go to church each Sunday--almost a reunion that allows friends to meet each week.  On weekdays, most people work, so on Sunday many families go to church to listen to a sermon, to hear the choir sing, and to pray and give thanks to God.  After church, one family will run into another and people will talk together.   Coming to church and chit-chatting with one’s neighbors is a way to mix with the people of one’s community.  
The church is also a peaceful place to go.  One can come just for a look at the cross or a look at the images of Jesus.  For some, their anger or confusion goes away the moment they get down on their knees to pray.  With such peace all around, any problem that is bothering them could disappear into the air.  Peace in the church gives one peace of mind.

(改編自 Where East Meets West-2)






