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St. Patrick’s Day
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If you live in Asia, the shamrock—a common low-growing plant
with three heart-shaped leaves on each stem'—probably doesn’t mean
much to you. But show a shamrock to a Westerner, and the first thing that
will pop into his or her mind is “St. Patrick’s Day!”

Celebrated on March 17 each year, St. Patrick’s Day is the day when
the people of Ireland commemorate? their patron saint. And in other
parts of the world, St. Patrick’s Day has evolved? into an ethnic* holiday

celebrating Irish heritage,’ especially in places with a significant Irish

immigrant® population,’ such as the United States.

But nowhere in the world does the holiday bustle® with more noise
and excitement than Dublin, the Irish capital.” Dublin’s St. Patrick’s
Festival, the largest St. Patrick’s : '

Day celebration in the world,
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abounds with carnival-style parades,°

spectacular fireworks, and outdoor dance
events. People dress in green (the color of
Ireland) from top to toe, drink Guinness®
(Ireland’s signature dark beer), and
dance and sing from morning to night.
But who was St. Patrick, and why is he so

important to the Irish?
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