Harry—the Dirty Dog      by: Gene Zion
   Harry was a white dog with black spots who liked everything, except… getting a bath. So, one day, when he heard the water running in the tub, he took the scrubbing brush…and buried it in the backyard. Then he ran away from home. He played where they were fixing the street and got very dirty. He played at the railroad and got even dirtier. He played tag with other dogs and became dirtier still. He slid down a coal chute and got the dirtiest of all. In fact, he changed from a white dog with black spots to a black dog with white spots. Then he felt tired and hungry too, so without stopping on the way he ran back home. 

  Harry got to his house. One of the family looked out and said, “There’s a strange dog in the backyard…By the way, has anyone seen Harry?” When Harry heard this, he tried very hard to show them he was Harry. He started to do all his old, clever tricks. He rolled over and played dead. He danced and he sang. He did these tricks over and over again, but everyone shook their heads and said, “Oh no, it couldn’t be Harry.” 

Soon he jumped away from the hole barking short, happy barks. He’d found the scrubbing brush! And carrying it in his mouth, he ran into the house. Up the stairs he dashed, with the family following close behind. He jumped into the bathtub and sat up begging, with the scrubbing brush in his mouth. 

   “This little doggy wants a bath!” cried the little girl, and her father said, “Why don’t you and your brother give him one?” Harry’s bath was the soapiest one he’d ever had. It 

worked like magic. As soon as the children started to scrub, they began shouting, “Mummy! Daddy! Look, look! Come quick! It’s Harry! It’s… It’s Harry!” they cried. Harry wagged 

his tail and was very, very happy. His family combed and brushed him lovingly, and he became once again a white dog with black spots. It was wonderful to be home. 
People at Work
    Most people have jobs, and they go to work almost every day. Some people are very lucky because they can have a lot of fun or make a lot of money doing their jobs. However, most people are not so lucky because their jobs aren’t much fun and don’t make them much money.
    It is often the case that many interesting jobs are very hard. For these kinds of jobs people have to learn how to do the job for a long time before they start working. For example, doctors study for six or more years after they are finished university. Pilots have to study even longer. They have to learn to fly small airplanes at the beginning, and then slowly they move up to fly bigger and bigger planes. Most pilots are over thirty years old.

    Some young people have good luck and get to work in interesting and well-paying jobs. For example, there are many good athletes who are young. Football and tennis players are often under thirty-five years old. Older people usually cannot play these sports very well because they cannot move very quickly. However, golf is a good sport for older people. There are many good golfers who are quite old.

    Many people keep working until they retire at sixty or sixty-five years old. When they stop working, they have a lot of free time. However, some people never stop working at all. These people usually have very interesting jobs. They have so much fun doing their jobs that they don’t want to give them up. For example, many writers, artists, musicians, and actors keep working until they die. To these people, their work is their lives.

The Meaning of Colors

Colors have a great impact on our daily lives. Yet, few people know that colors have different meanings from one country to another or that the same color may even have different meanings within the same country.

    In the Western world, for example, the color red usually means love. Red hearts and red roses are usually used to show love for loved ones. However, red can also mean that someone is very angry. In Taiwan, the color red is usually a symbol of good luck. Children in Taiwan look forward to receiving red envelopes during the Lunar New Year.

    Green is related to nature. If you have a green thumb, it means you are good at gardening. However, if you say someone is a green-eyed monster it means he or she is very jealous of others. In Taiwan, wearing a green hat means someone might be cheated in a relationship.

    In some Asian countries, such as China and Thailand, the color yellow makes people think of emperors and good fortune, while the same color brings to mind death and doom in Syria. In the West, yellow has traditionally been related to cowardice. For example, a yellow-belly is a word used in American slang to describe someone who is a coward.

    The color pink makes people think about pretty young girls because girls often dress themselves from head-to-toe in pink. Interestingly, there is a pink jail in Texas. The color pink makes all the prisoners feel uncomfortable and ashamed. Therefore, no one wants to go back to the pink jail again.

    It might be surprising that colors have different meanings both between and within countries. We should all know more about the different meanings behind the various colors and how they affect our daily lives.
