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A Good Idea

Tomorrow is a school holiday. Trudy and her friends were discussing what to do tomorrow. Trudy said, “What shall we do? Does anyone have any ideas?” 

“I don’t have any money.” said Lenny. Trudy said, “We may not need any money to have a wonderful holiday. We just need a good idea.”  Daisy had a good idea, so she said, “Let’s make something together. It is so much fun to make things with friends. We all get to have something to keep at the end of the day.” 


Everyone agreed this was a good idea, but they didn’t know what to make. Then Lenny suggested, “Let’s make some puzzles. I know an easy way to make one.” Everyone was eager to know how to make a puzzle. Lenny continued, “We each draw a pentagon, a shape with five sides of equal length, and then draw five straight lines to divide it into five parts. Once it is done, we cut each one into five pieces. Finally, we exchange the pieces, and we all try to put the puzzles back together again.” 


“Let’s stick pictures onto pieces of cardboard,” Lily said. “That will be more interesting than using plain paper.” 

Everyone agreed this was a good idea, and they couldn’t wait to make a puzzle together. Trudy provided all the materials they needed. Lenny said, “I think we can give a prize to the one who solves the puzzle first. I think a reward makes the game more fun.” Everyone agreed, so Lenny prepared a surprise gift for the winner. Daisy said, “Then I shall get us something to eat. I will prepare pizza and drinks. After we finish the puzzle, we can have some food together.” Tomorrow is going to be a great party. A puzzle party was indeed a good idea.
A perfect plan?

When shopping in the United States or Canada, people can return an item they have bought for a refund if they are not pleased with it. Some people will jump at the chance to take advantage of this rule to first meet their needs and then later returning the item to get their money back. But things don’t always go as planned.

One day, Judy and her two friends went shopping for the upcoming prom. In the Ladies Department, Judy saw a beautiful dress which cost one hundred Canadian dollars. She didn’t have enough money at the time and wondered how she could buy it. Suddenly, an idea came to her. Judy’s father had given her one hundred dollars to buy a new calculator for math class. She could use the money to buy the dress, wear the dress to the prom, return it for a refund the next day and then get the calculator. “What a perfect plan!” she said to herself. 

Judy bought the dress as planned and tried it on at home. “It fits well,” she said. However, as she was putting her make-up on, a piece of lipstick broke off and fell on her dress, leaving a big stain. Judy tried to wash the dress, but the stain wouldn’t come off. The worst part was that the dress shrank after she washed it. The store would never take it back now. Judy couldn’t believe that she had messed everything up. She didn’t know what she could do now.

Judy started to worry about how angry her father would be once he found out what had happened. She decided to tell her father the truth, and was grounded for two weeks. But, Judy learned a good lesson from this experience. She learned that one should not have too many wishes beyond one’s means. She also learned that one should never lie.
It Tastes Delicious

Jane worked overtime yesterday and got home late. She was hungry, but there was nothing to eat. So she went to the steak house near her home. Jane went in and sat down at a table.

“Good evening, madam. Our special for tonight is steak with mushroom sauce,” said the waiter.

“That sounds good to me,” said Jane. “Can I have the steak with mushroom sauce and a cup of coffee, please?” In a couple of minutes, the waiter brought Jane her steak, some French fries, a bowl of salad, and a cup of coffee.

“Oh! It smells really great!” Jane said, and she started to eat. A few minutes later, the waiter brought her some more coffee and asked, “How is the food? Is everything okay?” Jane said, “The steak tastes delicious, but I am still very hungry. Can you bring me another steak and can I see the menu, please?” Jane ate four more steaks and five pieces of cheesecake. She drank three cups of coffee, too. When she was done, Jane felt happy and was not hungry anymore.

The waiter was surprised to see such a young woman eat so much food, but he asked, “Anything else, madam?”
“No thanks, I am done. Can you give me the bill, please?” said Jane. The waiter brought her the bill. It came to $2,600! Jane looked in her bag. Oh no! She forgot to bring her purse. She had no money to pay the bill. The waiter took her to the kitchen. He showed her many dirty plates, pots, and cups in the sink. They looked and smelled disgusting! Jane had to wash them all to pay for her meal. It took her one full day to wash all of the dishes and cups.

She will never forget that meal.

